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CYA RR/GR-108

NOTES
Area P-3

1. Intredustlon
Avea P-3, located in the westernmost sector of the Beskid Mountains
and the ad&}acent piedmont zone, includes a few mountain localities that
are sultable fcr_ The foreet cover
of the relsbively low mountains offers good concealment, pa;ri:icule.rly
in the swmmer morthe when the combined declducus-coniferous canopy is
Aensest. Population is sparse end is concentrated in small agricultural
villeges located along tl:g valleys and on cleared 1c-uer glopes of the
mountains. Furthermore, the Beskids are near the piedmoant zone, where
the atrategic treneportation, commmnications, and power lines that éerve
industrial Upper Silesis provide good tergets for possible UW operations.
The mounteins, however, are becoming a populsr resort area, and tourist
facilities (roadxz, comnmicetions, and shelters) are gradually spreading

into higher end more isolated sections. Area P-3 is therefore mcm@hde@.

2. Terrain (Overlay 1)

The nortbern part of Avea P-3 lies within the pledmont zone, vhich
riaee ffom the Vistuls River plain in the north, at first graduslly snd
then more abruptly; to the mountains in the south. Among the prominent
relief Peatures of the piedwont are gently rounded hills and ridges
#hat reach sn elevation of 900 feet and numerous rivers that cross the
aree in a north-south direction. |

Foot travel across this hill lsnd is relstively easy. The rellef
offers few cbatacles to movement, and the rivers are fordable except
after heavy raine in the mountains to the south nnd during the spring
thaw period, when melting snow swells the riﬁrs 'and causes widespread
flooding. ¥n mary of the pledmont valleys, fish ponds have been built

and these form effective barriers to movement across the area.

§-E~C=R-E-T
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The Beskid Mountains riéé to elevations of over 5,000 feeﬁ. ‘The
upper coursee of the Vistula, Biafa, and Skawa Rivers and their 3::‘1-
butaries divide the mountains into three distinct sections: Beskidy
Slgski in the west, Beskidy Mefy in the east, and Beskidy iywiécki in
the southeast. Within all these sections the relief consists mostly
of rounded messifs separated by &pressiom‘a and valleys troughs. Dif-
ferences in elevation between the depressions and the mcuntain tops
are comparatively large, the depressions having an elevation of from
1,000 to 2,000 feet and the_mcuntain tops ranging in eleveation from
3,000 to 5,000 feet. 25X1C

Crogs-country movement through the mountains favors_
travel, but it is slow and at times hazardous. ILavge stretches of the
mountains sre heavily forested and provide good_25X1C
throughout the year. Underbrush is comparatively light and does not -
sericusly obstruct foot travel. Sume of the forested slopes, howaver,
are steep and their sscent or descent would be slow end difficult.
_F\zrhhermore , Beabterad clesrings on steep slopee increase the potential
hazard of lendslides and avalenches. The large nmuber of rivers that
have their source in the Beskid. Mountaine become torrents after heavy
‘vains and during the Bpriné; thaw and would be serious obstacles to
moverent . At other times, they are fordable in all stretches where the
slope of the valleys is moderate.

5. Population Distributior (Overlay 2)

The piedmont zone of Area; P-5 is densely populeted. A large part
of the population lives in agricﬁlfural villages, many of which consist
of 40 or more cobtages strung along both sides of a main street. Some
of fhe larger towns stretch for a mile or more along one street and
‘ sarve as local market centers for the surrounding hemlets; others have
developed at intersections of main roade and have become administrative,
comercial, end ﬁfaﬁsp@rt&tion ceiters for larger area. Bielsko Blajs
{population 65,000), Czechowice {formerly Dziedzice; population 20,400),
and Cieszyn -(population 20,300) are the largest urban centers in the
zonz. All are iwportant cities on tl;se atiategic railroads that erose
the piedmont and connect the md!mtr:!.ea,i core of Upper Silenia with

the induatriel area of QOstravae in Czechoslovakis.
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In the Beskid Mountains to the south, populstion is sparge and is
concentrated in the weny valleys and depressions. Clésrings are more
extensive and population ie more dense in the wider valleys of the ‘
central and northesst section then in the narrower and the steeper valleys
in the western angl southern aectioﬁsa Rural homlets and v:lflla,gea pre=
dominate. Emell towns, which generally have a ﬁopulation of less than
5,000, have developad in the larger valleys end gerve as market centers.
Yywiec, located at the intersections of most major transportation routes
in the central secticn of the mounteins, is & busy commercial, indusiriel,
and transportetion center.

h. lend Use (Overlsy 3) 7
The open, clesred lands of the piedmont zone are extensively culti-

e
Sl eye——

prédaninate. Oats, rye, and potatoes are the chief- crops, and la.rge
areas are in pasture. Livestock prod.uctimris high god is perticularly
important as a source of cash income t§ small farmers. Qats, grown
exclusively as feed for livestock, are seeded in mid-April and harvested
in the latter pert of July. Rye, the most important grain crop, is

sown in the fall and is harvested in July; potatoes, the staple food
and feed crop, are sown in May end harvested in September. In addition
to i;i:eae main crops, vegetebles and fruits are r&.ised‘ on all individual

farmeteads for local consumpilon.
In contrest %o the pledmoat zone, the Beskid Mountains coutain

large forested sestioms that offer good._ 25X1C
25X1C _ Fir, pine, and spruce predominate on the upper snd steeper

slopes. The forests of the lower plopes, on the other hand, include

cak el beach mixed with pine. Forest cover is ot continuous but is

interrupted by cleared, cultivated areas. The many velleys end the
lover slopes of the mountains have been cleared and plented in crops
or left in vasture. Mogt of the forms are individuslly owned. The
crops grown and the dates of sowing and harvesting sre similar to
those in the piedmont zons. Cleared slopes not Buﬁ.t,ab].é for crop.

cultivation are left in pasture.
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5. Transportatiop and Telecommmications (Overlay b)

a. Rallrosds
Two west-eest rail lines, the Zebrzydowice-Czechowice {Dziedzice) -~

Oéwigeim end the Cleszyn-Bielsko Big/a-Wadowise routes, serve Avea P-3
end connect with the tspartant north-scuth Stalinogréd (Natowice) --
Czechowice-Bleleko Biafs line, thus providing two isportant reil links
between the industrisl Ostrava area in Czechoslovakis and the industrial
complex of Upper Silesia. The Zebrzydowiee-Czechowiceoo’sw:l%cim line,
vhich connects with the Stalinogréd-Bielsko Biafa liine at Czechowice v
- skirts the northern margin of Area P-3. It is double &racked end is the
more direct of the lines between the two industrisl sresB. The Cieszyn-
Bielsko Biaﬂ.a~Wadowice railroad is & single~track line that provides an
alternate route from Upper Silesia to Czechoslovekim. R

. Three rail lines serve the Beskid Mountains. In the vest, the
Goleszdw-GlgPce line branches southward into the mounteins from the
Cleszyn-Wadowice line. In the central section, the Bielsko Biafa-
Zywiec-Zuaxdon route 1s a southward continuation of the Stelinogréd-
Bielsko Bisfa route and extends to the Czechoslovek border at Zwardon.
At present, no trains croes the internationsl boi'der at Zwardon, but the
route could be used to connect Upper Bilesis with Oetrava, Czechoslovekia.
Cne east-west line, the Zywiec-Sucha route, crosses the southeastern
part of the Beskids end connects with the Stalinogréd-Zwardon route; it
is the only major eagt-west transportation route through the mountains.
The line is uged primrily for local traffic and carries a large number
of tourists to the many resort areas.

b. Roade
Area P=3 iz crossed by a fairly dense roed network that adee

quately serves the local meeds of the population. Several mein roads
and a.{ Jarge number of secondery roads have beer built in the mounteins
and have reduced to e significant degree the isolation that formardy
characterized the region. Main mountain roads generally follow major
streams and comnect the numerous small towns within the valleys. ‘

ol o
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Secondnry roads brasch off these mein roads nd leed to sualler agri-
cultiral, settlements located alomg the lover slopes of the mountains.
Wratfic an the secandary rouds is generally light, with horse-irawn carts
<he most common means of trapsportaticn. In addltfon to the main and
secondary rods, e lerge musber of paths and treils cross move rugged
trem'm and lead to tourist hatels, hmimla, andl foresters' huts thnt
abound thron@mt the mouttaing.

o Tehcwmmeaﬁm

Oi'n ths overlsy, teleecamnicatims l:lnem eve shown only for

Area P-j. They ave the px'ews.r linen, and the uetwark today iz undoubt-
edly more extensive. Teleccrmunications facilities ere probably mow
availsble in mny more of the smsller villages snd hemlets.
6. Pusl and Pover (Overlsy 5) |

The major pover lines of Area Pe3 that serve the principal towns
and their industries eve shown schematically on Overlsy 5. Precise
Momiion ie not availsble on postwaxr extensﬁ.wa of these lines, and
t!m raral vﬂla@s that bave been elractrified recently hove rot been
$dentified. ‘
7. Security snd Related Festures (Overlay 6)  25X1C

‘The following activities sdversely affect - in Aves P-3:
(1) heavy tourist traffic along the levgs mmber of trails and paths
that lead to mountain resorts scattered throughout the area; (2) the
presence of fromtier guard (WOP) and citizens' militia (m) persoansl
parﬂeulmr]y within the frouiier zone fm Cienzyn to Zwardon to Pilsko,
ﬂhare these ormizatﬁms are ehe.rgd specifically with the msponsi.-
bility of comirolling movemsmt of all peopm, end (3) frequent patroliing
of the wood!man by foresters and the um of forestors' huta an fire
obssmuon posts The muts m mmlly located at sites that afford
8 wida—ran.ga pancramic view of surrounding co'cmtry.
§. Cliemte

a. Swmer

Sunmer weather in Area P-3 is well suited to outdoor cemping

activities. Deys are very long, averaging 16 hours; temperatures are

-5
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mild, with the avémge afternoon temperatures rising to the mid-70's
and the mean minimum temperatures in the low 50's. Precipitaﬁion’ is
heavy in sumer, and thé frequent thunderztorms may result in flcods
that would temporarily halt outdoor activities. Visibility is generally
excellent, although dense fogs mey occur on the mountein tops.
b. Autumn

Weather conditions in sutumm are very varieble, and periods
of modified summer wea‘h\her alternate with spells of mild winter weather.
Temperatures decrease rapldly from September to November. By November,
midday temperatures have dropped to the low 40's and mean daily minimum
temperatures are below freezing. The amount of precipitation decreases
markedly, particularly in the mountains, but the mumber of 8ays with
precipitation incresses. Thunderstorms of short duration are replaced
by grey, misty, dull days. Snowfall is likely to occur as’ early as
October and slmost certainly by November. Visibility is poorer as the -
season advances and esrly morning fogs a.recomon ' Often, fog settles
in the valleys and depressions while the 'higher slopes of the mounteins
have clear skies. o

c. Winter

Winters in the Beskid Mountains and the pledwmont zonz are
long, cold, and gloomy. Days are short, averaging about 8 hours in
length. Temperaturee sre low, and in the mountains the afternoon
temperature may nob z_c':lsg' much sbove freezing. Cold epells, when temp-
eratures drop to O°F or lower, are likely to occur in emy of the three
winter monthe. Precipitetion is generally in the form of snow, which
accumlates to 8 depth of a foot or more in the mountains. Ccnsequently,
skis or snow shoes are necessary equipment for crosg-country movement.
Poor visibility prevalls throughout the winter. DMorning foge are common,
particularly in the valleys and depression. Winter climatic conditions
are severe and almost prohibi"c.ive to outdoor camping activities. For

a prolonged stay in the erea, subgtantisl sheliers would be needed.
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a. Spring |
Bpring, :!.iké aubtumn, is a transition period with extrémly
variable weather.-" Ténxﬁeratures increase fx;om March to Ma;f, after
nid-April, below-freezing tempera‘curés are not likely 'Ito occur and
camping conditions improve. Precdipitation, which is __heavier thantin
winter, and higher temperatures that result in thaws combine to cause

extensive end destructive floods in the river valleys. Early morning

fog, and poor visibility persist throughout much of the spring.

25X1C
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